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Abstract

In Herat, Afghanistan and some areas of Azerbaijan, Iran, women are influenced by a set of social, cultural,
and legal rules, norms, and policies that affect various aspects of their individual and social lives. In the
meantime, the policies of virtue and vice refer to a set of formal and informal rules that define acceptable and
unacceptable patterns of behavior for women through family, community and government institutions. This
study aims to answer the question, “What impact do the policies of virtue and vice have on women’s lives in
Herat, Afghanistan, and Azerbaijan, Iran, and how do they play a role in shaping social order and women’s
rights?” For this purpose, phenomenological methods and data analysis with a gender-based criminology
approach were used. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 35 women from Herat of
Afghanistan and Azerbaijan of Iran. The analyses conducted have revealed the experiences of limitation,
violence, resistance, and individual and social agency of women in these two societies. The findings indicate
that the politics of virtue in both societies includes a set of behaviors and actions that legitimize women’s
conformity to existing orders. In contrast, the politics of vice in both societies includes actions that formalize

women’s independence, choice and presence in public, educational and professional arenas.

Keywords: virtue policies, vice policies, Afghan women, Azerbaijani women, gendered criminology, gender
roles.
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